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in the material world itself and in the souls of men,
in so far as they are immersed in the darkness of such
a world.

Plotinus thus develops to the utmost sharpness of
antagonism the Platonic opposition of the ideal and
the material  worlds.    But he also tries, as I have
already indicated, to work out Plato's doctrine of the
soul as the mediator or link of connexion between the
two.   The world-soul, according to Plotinus, belongs to
the ideal world, but it has also to take the place of a
tertium quid or middle term between the unity of the
self-complete  intelligence,  and   the   dispersion   and
change of the sensible world.    Let us consider how
he   describes   this   mediating  function of the soul.
" On the one hand/' he declares, " there are existences
wJ^ich.are essentially divisible and capable of endless
.$j$Q3Bton*>    They  are  those  in which  no  part  is
. identical with another part or with the whole, and in
which each part is necessarily less than  the whole.
Such are all sensible quanta that have corporeal mass;
for each of  them is confined to its own place, and
Hope of them is capable of retaining its identity and
7 yel occupying several places at once.    Again, there is
a Bubstattce which is entirely opposed in nature to
those that have just been described, a substance which
is undivided and Admits of no division, and which is
not capable even in  thought  of  having its consti-
tuents separated from each  other.     This substance